



                         Oyster Task Force Meeting, Monday, February 10, 2014, 1 p.m.
UNO Advanced Technology Center, 2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 210, New Orleans
Minutes
I.           Roll Call and introduction of guests---meeting called to order at 1:12 p.m.
Roll call and introduction of guests

Present:



Absent:
Mark Schexnayder


Jerome Zeringue

Lance Broussard




Wilbert Collins

Byron Encalade

Sammy Martin

Karl Morgan

Buddy Pausina

Brad Robin

Al Sunseri

John Tesvich

Sam Slavich

Peter Vujnovich

Brandt Lafrance

Jakov Jurisic

Dan Coulon

Chip Kline-entered at 1:41 p.m.
Guests:

Julie Falgout-La Sea Grant



Dana Brocato-Brocato’s seafood

Lesli Davis- La Sea Grant



Troy Voisin- LFB

Francis Ernst, Jr.




Van Robin, Sr.

Willie Daisy- W&E Oysters



Mitch Jurisich

Laura Picariello-Audubon Nature Institute

Taylor Naquin

Bush Benton- Stegall, Benton and Associaties

Mark Naquin

Jenny McGuinnes- Trumpet



Randy Pausina-LDWF

Nicholas Daisy- W& E Oysters



Drue Winters-LDWF

Corey Miller-CRCL.org



Matthew Slavich

Darren Bourgeious-LDWF



Kuzma Tesvich

Damon Morris- LDWF




Tom Soniat-UNO

Su King- State Legislature



Charles Layeyrouse-Lapeyrouse Brothers

Gordon LeBlanc-DHH




Maura Wood-NWF

McHenry “Dub” Lee- Senate Natural Resources
Tomy Tesvich- Tomy Tesvich Oysters

Stephen Adams- Terry’s Oysters


Steven Voisin- Motivatit Seafoods

Josip Piacun- J.Piacun Company


John Supan- La Sea Grant

James Kuff- Lease Holder



Luke Cibilich-Port Sulphur Fisheries

Chad Hebert- LDWF




Archie Lambert- LDAF

Benjy Rayburn-LDAF




Earl Thomas- LDAF
Rene LeBreton- LDWF



Jon Bell-LSG
Patrick Banks – LDWF



Cole Garrett - LDWF

II.  
   Approval of January 7, 2014 minutes and February 10 agenda-Motion to accept by Jakov Jurisic second by Byron Encalade. Motion adopted.  Motion by Al Sunseri to move the legislative committee report to the top of the agenda. Second by Jakov Jurisic. Motion adopted
III.  
 Treasury Report

                      A. Oyster Tag Sales-January tag sales $123, 704
B. LOTF Financial Report- fund balance, $297, 085
Motion to accept treasury report by Jakov Jurisic, second by Peter Vujnovich. Motion adopted. 
            IV.  
Committee Reports

A. Legislative Committee- John Tesvich went through the legislative committee report, Motion by Al Sunseri to support legislation as submitted by legislative committee, second by Wilbert Collins.  Substitute motion to accept the bill as presented but with the amendment to leave as is/ un-strike line 17 and 18 in 433 Section E. Second by Peter Vujnovich. Motion adopted. 

Session starts, March 10 and last day to pre-file is February 28 and last day to file is April 1.
Motion by Al Sunseri to accept the committee’s recommendation on the bill on lifting the moratorium on leases, bidding for new leases and termination of oyster leases. Second by Jakov Jurisic.  Larry Marino addressed the group on the bill.

Chip Kline (CPRA) entered at 1:41 p.m.

Al Sunseri recommended that the chairman have the permission of the task force to put together a committee to meet with CPRA and the Governor’s Office to discuss the bill. Motion adopted. 
Sammy Slavich made a motion that the task force send 6 members (OTF members and industry) and members of the industry to the CPRA meeting, second by Jakov Jurisic.  Motion adopted. 
Recommendations: Jakov Jurisic, Byron Encalade, Sammy Slavich, Mitch Jurisic, Matthew Slavich, Brandt Lafrance, Buddy Pausina and John Tesvich. 

Meeting will be at 1 p.m. at Homer Hitt.  10 a.m.  Pre-meeting at UNO Advanced Tech Center. 

B.  Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee – (Buddy Pausina)- LDWF/DHH Report-
C.  Enforcement   - (Sammy Martin)-
Motion by Wilbert Collins for Wildlife look into closing public seed grounds of Little Lake, second by Jakov Jurisic.  Motion adopted. 
D.  Research – (Patrick Banks)- Mr. Buddy Pausina presented a graph of salinity information and asked that Patrick Banks, the new chair of the research committee as announced by OTF Chairman Tesvich, look into it.  The specific questions from Pausina were 1) have the salinities in Black Bay over the 2008-2013-time period been at such low levels as to cause problems to oysters, and 2) what is the source of freshwater causing the low salinity.
E.  Coastal Restoration – (Dan Coulon)- Mr. Coulon asked that the task force send a letter Mark Wingate asking that the task force be included on focus groups pertaining to the environmental impact study.
F.  Marketing – (Ashley Roth) – World’s Largest Oyster Po-boy sponsorship 
 Al Sunseri that the LSPMB sponsor the world’s longest oyster po’boy on behalf of the oyster task force.  Motion by Byron Encalade that the task force sponsor the event either with funds sent to LSPMB or through their own funds.  Second by Byron Encalade. Motion adopted. 
Ashley Roth will set up meeting with promotion and marketing board regarding strategy. 

Motion by Jakov Jurisic to sponsor the oyster convention in the amount of $5,000, second by Wilbert Collins. Motion adopted. 

G.  Health – (Lance Broussard)-
H.
Sustainability- (LDWF)-
              V.     Old Business

A. BP Oil Spill Remediation

1. Claims Process

2. Public Reef Remediation

3. Oyster Lease Remediation
VI. New Business
A. OTF members update the task force on ISSC conference: Mark Schexnayder (LDWF) indicated that FDA was soundly beaten at the ISSC, and that New Jersey has now been added as a state that must following the Vibrio vulnificus control plan.  Dr. John Bell (LSU) reported that Florida research is showing that chargrilling is effective at reducing bacteria in oysters with the end result being that restaurants may be allowed to use green-tag oysters in certain instances where white-tag oysters were previously used.
B. Public oyster resource outlook- Al Sunseri asked that the department discuss the current resource. Patrick Banks presented indicating that the oyster season has been slow with virtually no harvest east of the MS River.  Overall, harvest is on-par with last season, but only because of the strong harvest from October 2013 in Sister Lake.  LDWF oyster sampling has shown continued lack of spat and general oyster resource east of the MS River, especially south of MRGO, but fairly normal oyster data in other areas Willie Daisy asked LDWF to consider a short opening in March for Sister Lake.
VII. Public Comment-
VIII. Set Next Meeting- Next meeting Tuesday, March 11 at 1 p.m.
IX. Adjourn- motion to adjourn by Buddy Pausina, second by Jakov Jurisic. Motion adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

